FINDING A STRIKING KNIFE— OR SOMEONE WHO WILL MAKE ONE FOR YOU

It's possible but rare to find
striking knives “in the wild."”
Most folks don't know what
they are. Knowledgeable tool
dealers or tool-collecting
organizations may be helpful.
British tool dealers seem to be
more familiar with the tool and
may actually have one or two
to sell from time to time.
Failing that, | recommend
seeking a blacksmith accus-
tomed to making tools or
knives. The striking knife can be
forged from high-carbon steel;
its hardness should be that of
a chisel. An old file would be a
good place to start. The dimen-
sions in fig. A are for my knife.
The dimensions in fig. B are
for a knife owned by Executive
Editor Christopher Schwarz.
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lllustrations by Matt Bantly

Old striking knives have
incorporated decades

of practical experience.
Their form is a reasonable
starting place for crafts-
men unwilling to reinvent
every wheel. Surely
improvements can be
made, but why not start
where our forefathers
left off?





